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Abstract:  Building Code of Australia 2019 (BCA) Clause C1.9 put an end to the use of combustible 
materials on building facades in an explicit fashion.  Although this has been an implicit requirement 
since BCA  1996 or earlier. Recent cladding incidents such as the Grenfell Fire and the Lacrosse Fire 
have necessitated further clarification and a dedicated clause BCA C1.9.  Clause C1.9 has generated 
considerable controversy and discussion due to its application retrospectively to existing buildings and 
current projects in construction.   

Full Article: 

BCA Clause C1.9 

Building Code of Australia (BCA)  2016 Amendment 1, which was adopted i 12 March 2018 introduced 
Clause C1.9 which clarified the requirement for non-combustible external walls in  Type A and Type B 
construction buildings. 

The NSW Cladding Ban https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/trades-and-businesses/construction-
and-trade-essentials/building-products/aluminium-composite-panel-ban 1 came into effect on 15 
August 2018. Aluminium Composite Panels (ACP) with a core comprised of more than 30% PE 
(Polyethylene) by mass was banned for use in any external cladding, external wall, external insulation, 
facade or rendered finish in buildings. 

BCA 2019 Clause C1.9 put an end to the use of combustible materials on building facades in an explicit 
fashion.  Although this has been an implicit requirement since BCA since before 1996 or earlier. Recent 
cladding incidents such as the Grenfell Fire and the Lacrosse Fire have necessitated further clarification 
and a dedicated clause BCA C1.9.   

Clause C1.9 has generated considerable controversy and discussion due to its application 
retrospectively to existing buildings and current projects in construction.  Hence, it’s Lote’s nomination 
for the BCA Clause of Year for 2019.  

The extract below from BCA 1996 Amendment 13, Specification C1.1 Clause 3, states that in a Building 
of Type A construction external walls, common walls and the flooring and floor framing of lift pits must 
be non-combustible. 

 
1https://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/trades-and-businesses/construction-and-trade-essentials/building-
products/aluminium-composite-panel-ban 



 

Figure 3 - Extract showing BCA 1996 Amendment 13, Specification C1.1 Clause 3  

In comparison under BCA 2019 C1.9, all components of the external wall including the framing, 
insulation and façade covering must also be non-combustible as shown by the clause extract below. 
Furthermore, Clause C1.12 has been deleted from BCA 2016 Amendment 1 and now forms part of 
Clause C1.9. This provides a concession on some materials and products allowing them to be used 
where non-combustible material is required. It is to be noted that some of the concessions are not 
applicable in Queensland. 
 
BCA 2019 has also introduced a new Clause C1.14 to cover ancillary elements fixed, installed or 
attached to the internal parts or external face of an external wall that is required to be non- 
combustible as shown by the extract below in Figure 3 



 

Figure 2 - Extract showing BCA 2019 Clause C1.9 

 

Figure 3 - Extract showing BCA 2019 Clause C1.14 



 

 

 


